
AQA history: specification overview 

 
 

Module 1: AS 
European/World 
History  
 

one compulsory 3-part source-based question 
plus one of two 3-part questions focussing on 
historical interpretation, on the chosen option from 
Alternatives A to L. 

Module 2: AS 
British History 
 

one compulsory 3-part source-based question 
plus one of two 3-part questions focussing on 
historical explanation, on the chosen option from 
Alternatives M to U. A
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Module 3: AS 
Course Essays 
 

two course essays of 1000 words each, based on 
any 2 of the topics chosen for study within the 
Alternatives chosen for Modules 1 and 2. 

Module 4: A2 
European/World 
History 
 

one compulsory 2-part source-based question, 
plus one of three synoptic essay questions 
focussing on historical explanation and judgement, 
on the chosen option from Alternatives A to L: this 
may be the same alternative chosen for AS Module 
1, or different. 

Module 5: A2 
British History 
 

one compulsory 2-part source-based question, 
plus one of six synoptic essay questions focussing 
on historical interpretations and perspectives, on 
the chosen option from Alternatives M to U: this 
may be the same alternative chosen for AS Module 
2, or different. 
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Module 6: A2 
Independent 
Investigations 
 

6PS – coursework: 
personal study of 
approx 3000 words on 
any of the options 
chosen, or any other. 

6W – written paper. 

 
 


